The Siege of Sevastopol
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When Operation Barbarossa launched in mid-1941, the Crimean Peninsula was not even in
the plans. It was assumed that when major Russian political centers such as Moscow fell
under German control, the entire Soviet Union would just fall apart.

That thinking quickly changed in July 1941, when two Russian naval aircraft attacks on Axis
oil fields at Ploieti, Romania, launched from Sevastopol, destroyed 11,000 tons of oil.

On 23 Jul 1941, Adolf Hitler issued Directive 33 which not only called for the conquest of
Crimea, but it was also to be done as a priority. On 21 Aug, Hitler further stated that "the
seizure of the Crimean Peninsula has colossal importance for the protection of oil supplies
from Romania."

The German force tasked for this conquest was the 11th Army, newly assigned under
Colonel General Erich von Manstein. In Oct 1941, the 11th Army was relieved of other duties
from Operation Barbarossa, thus it was now focused on the attack on Crimea.



Beginning on 18 Oct, General Erik Hansen of the German LIV Corps, attacked the Russian
51st Army at Ishun. Although the Russians had greater numbers and local air superiority,
Hansen's troops slowly advanced, taking Ishun on 28 Oct after the arrival of three groups of
Bf 109 fighters that defeated the Russian air forces.

The Russian troops fell back to Sevastopol, which marked the start of the siege.
For the attack on Sevastopol, the Germans used the heaviest concentrations of artillery

fielded by the Wehrmacht until then; they used one 800mm railroad canon (Gustav Gun), two
600mm mortars, two 420mm howitzers, and more than one hundred 283mm howitzers.




The defence of Sevastopol consisted of the Black Sea Fleet, the Separate Coastal Army
under General Petrov, and the city garrison which numbered one brigade, three regiments
and 19 battalions of marine corps. There were also 82 pillboxes with naval guns, and 220
machine-guns deployed in defferent parts of the city.

The Battle of Sevastopol began on October 30, 1941, when the German 132nd infantry
division made a rapid thrust into Sevastopol. The Russians opened fire with 305-mm coastal
defense guns on the suspected German locations. The location of these coastal defense
guns would soon be dubbed “Fort Maxim Gorky I” by the attackers.

The Germans tried to burst into the city from the north, north-east and east, but they had to
fall back when the Soviets counterattacked. The Germans then encircled the city, forcing the
Soviets to reinforce and supply by sea.

On 9 Nov, 19,894 troops, ten T-26 tanks, 152 guns, and 20 mortars arrived by sea. By this
point, 52,000 troops were available.

On 10 November,Von Manstein finally felt he was prepared enough to begin a formal assault.
The German 50th Infantry Division attacked first, capturing Uppa near the Chernaya River
southeast of Sevastopol. On the next day, the 132nd Infantry Division took the village of
Mekenzya to the northeast.
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On 12 November, the light cruiser Chervona Ukraina provided gunfire support into
Sevastopol and brought in reinforcements from Caucasian ports. She was hit three times in
the South Bay of Sevastopol by bombs from German Ju 87 Stuka dive-bomers from I1./StG
77, but didn't sink until the next day after her crew was ordered to abandon her.




By 15 Nov, the attack was halted by the ferocity of Russian sailors and soldiers, aided by
naval gunfire support from battleship Parizhskaya Kommuna.

On 26 December the Soviets landed on Kerch, and on 30 December executed another
landing near Theodosia/Feodosiya, landing a total of 41,930 troops of the Soviet 44th and
51st Armies. These forces were quickly reinforced. This landing was an attempt to regain the
initiative in the Crimea, and relieve the pressure against Sevastopol
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On 8 May 1942 the 11th Army launched a counterattack aimed at expelling the Soviet forces
in the Kerch area and resuming the offensive on Sevastopol. Approximately one third of the
German forces were Romanian. After a number of feints in the north, the 11th Army broke
through, in the south, pursuing the enemy up to the Kerch straits. On 18 May the Soviets
surrendered and 170,000 prisoners fell into German hands. After expelling the Soviets from
the Crimea, the Von Manstein turned his attention to Sevastopol again.

The outer defensive rings were breached by 16 June 1942. and the 54th Corps soon seized
most of the bay's northern shore, yet strong Soviet pockets of resistance held fast on the
54th Corps flanks. German and Romanian troops managed to force through the Soviet
defences on the Sapun Line's northern end

As the German 11th Army closed in, Stalin himself made it categorically clear that top
commanders, Party and administrative officials be brought out by submarine. Oktyabrskii and
Petrov were flown out at the last moment. The city fell after the defeat of the Inkerman
Heights line on 29 June 1942. Hitler, delighted at hearing the good news, phoned von
Manstein and commended him as "The Conqueror of Sevastopol", informing him that he had
ordered von Manstein's promotion to



About this map.

Radar. Germans have full radar coverage, Russians have none, however there are spots of
radar on the map for the Russians, these are short range and mimic aircraft being spotted by
the Russians from the ground in their defense positions and radio'd back to the VVS
command.

The map is set to around Spring 1942 however it is recognized that Chervona Ukraina was
sunk much earlier in the battle. Also of note that the Russians lost 15 of their i-15 biplanes
on the ground during the battles and this is replicated as a target.

JG77 were in the area flying the Bf109E initially but had upgraded to the F by Spring. The
FW190.did not operate in the area. The 109E is made available for Jabo, the Romanians
operated the 109E though there is no evidence that they did so here.

Battle Map




Russian Mission

The Red Army, VVS and Black Sea Fleet are stretched to the limit. Stuka’'s are continuously
attacking from the north and reports are that Von Manstein is bringing up a large force and
supplies to the front lines from Simferopol.

Shoot down the enemy bombers and dive bombers attacking the port and our defensive lines
You have air support with IL4 bombers available from across the Black Sea via an airstart.
There is good stock of I-15, I-16, IL-2, Pe-2, Yak-1 and Yak-7 aircraft and you are fortunate
enough to have a small number of the new Yak-9 type.

Limited types ! " #

6x Yak 1

6x Yak 7

4x Yak 9

5x IL2 1941 Early
2x IL2 Field Mod
2x Pe2 110 series



German Mission

With the Red Army counter attack defeated from Kerch attention is now on finishing off the
defenders in Sevastopol. Provide air cover to our advance and bomb the Russian front lines,
attack the port and shipping and any other targets of opportunity. Guide our bombers safely
to their targets and back.

You are equipped with Bf109E and F1 types, IAR80c and plenty of good bombers in
He111H6 and Ju87B2. We have few Ju-88A4’s

Limited types ! " #

12x Bf109F-1

4x Bf110F-2

8x He111H-6 (4 at each base)
2x Ju88



Target and bonus points

Each 'motorcycle’ in the Sevastopol docklands is worth 150 with 75 bonus
Each cargo ship is 150 with 50 bonus

MO4 boat has 50 bonus

Cruiser is 300 with 100 bonus

Katushya's on hill have 15 bonus each

ML-20 arty on hill have 15 bonus each

i-15bis statics have 30 bonus each

Target at station carries full value bonus
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