"Memphis Belle"

19th May 1943

by Osprey
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The crew of the B-17 Flying Fortress "Memphis Belle" is shown at an air base in England after completing 25 missions over enemy territory
on June 7, 1943.

They are, left to right: Tech. Sgt. Harold P. Loch of Green Bay, Wis., top turret gunner; Staff Sgt. Cecil H. Scott of Altoona, Penn., ball turret
gunner; Tech. Sgt. Robert J, Hanson of Walla Walla, Wash., radio operator; Capt. James A. Verinis, New Haven, Conn., co-pilot; Capt.
Robert K. Morgan of Ashville, N. C., pilot; Capt. Charles B. Leighton of Lansing, Mich., navigator; Staff Sgt. John P. Quinlan of Yonkers, N.
Y., tail gunner; Staff Sgt. Casimer A. Nastal of Detroit, Mich., waist gunner; Capt. Vincent B. Evans of Henderson, Texas, bombardier and
Staff Sgt. Clarence E. Wichell of Oak Park, Ill., waist gunner



US bombing in Europe

In mid 1942, the United States Army Air Forces arrived in the UK and carried out a few raids
across the English Channel against Germany. In January 1943, at the Casablanca
Conference, it was agreed RAF Bomber Command operations against Germany would be
reinforced by the USAAF in a Combined Operations Offensive with the directive: "Your
primary object will be the progressive destruction and dislocation of the German military,
industrial and economic system and the undermining of the morale of the German people to
a point where their capacity for armed resistance is fatally weakened.", At the beginning of
the combined strategic bombing offensive on 4 March 1943 669 RAF and 303 USAAF heavy
bombers were available.

B17's on a raid.

In Europe, the American Eighth Air Force conducted its raids in daylight and their heavy
bombers carried smaller payloads than British aircraft in part because of their heavier (as
needed) defensive armament. USAAF leaders firmly held to the claim of "precision" bombing
of military targets for much of the war, and dismissed claims they were simply bombing cities.
In reality, the day bombing was "precision bombing" only in the sense that most bombs fell
somewhere near a specific designated target such as a railway yard. Conventionally, the air
forces designated as "the target area" a circle having a radius of 1000 feet around the aiming
point of attack. While accuracy improved during the war, Survey studies show that, in the
over-all, only about 20% of the bombs aimed at precision targets fell within this target area. In
the fall of 1944, only seven per cent of all bombs dropped by the Eighth Air Force hit within
1,000 feet of their aim point.



Nevertheless, the sheer tonnage of explosive delivered by day and by night was eventually
sufficient to cause widespread damage, and, more importantly from a military point of view,
forced Germany to divert resources to counter it. This was to be the real significance of the
Allied strategic bombing campaign—resource allocation.
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Die schwersten Luftangriffe von 1940 bis Mai 1943

Die Festung Europa
hat kein Dach

M April 1943 warf die R.A.F. mehr als 10 Millionen
Kilogramm Bomben auf deutsche Industricziele.
Im Mai 1943 wurden iiber 12 Millionen Kil

Kilogramm Bomben in einer Nacht. Mehr als viermal
soviel —und das ist erst der Anfang.
Die K konnten weil sie wussten:

Bomben abgeworfen.

In einer einzigen Woche im Mai fielen 750 000 Kilo-
gramm Bomben allein auf das Ruhrgebiet.

Bis 1. Juni 1943 haben englische Flugzeuge iiber 100
Millionen Kilogramm Bomben auf Deutschland abge-
worfen.

Die Royal Air Force ist heute stirker als die deutsche
und italienische e zusammen.

In Amerika wurden allein im April 1943 7 000 Flugzeuge
fertiggestellt.

Die amerikanische Flugzeugindustric hat am 31. Mai
das 100000 Flugzeug fiir diesen Krieg geliefert.

Amerika heute mehr als

‘Wenn sic standhalten, musste es besser werden. Sie hatten
kaum angefangen zu riisten. Sie kamen erst in Gang.
Sie wussten, dass ihre cigene Luftmacht und Luftverteidi-
gung von Tag zu Tag wuchs.

Sie sahen amerikanisches Kriegsmaterial in Massen
ankommen und sie konnten hoffen, dass Amerika eines
Tages als Verbiindeter an ihrer Seite stehen wiirde.

Was haben heute die Deutschen zu hoffen, wenn sie
sich standhaft weiter bomben lassen?

Neue Verbiindete gibt es nicht mehr. - Deutschlands
cigene Kampfkraft lisst nach. Die englisch-amerikanische
wichst von Tag zu Tag. Deutschlands Fabriken werden
bombardiert. Seine Produktion ist um 209 gesunken.
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Italien und Japan zusammen.

Das sind die Tatsachen. Was folgt daraus? Man kdnnte
sagen: Was die Engliinder ausgehalten haben, konnen die
Deutschen auch aushaltern.

Aber der Vergleich hinkt. Die englisch-amerikanische
Luftoffensive gegen Deutschland ist bereits jetzt weit
schwerer als die deutsche Luftoffensive gegen England je
war. In ihrem schwersten Angriff auf eine englische
Stadt (London, 10. Mai 1941) warf die Luftwaffe
450 000 Kilogramm Bomben in einer Nacht,

In ihrem bisher schwersten Angriff auf eine deutsche
Stadt (Dortmund, 23, Mai 1943) warf die R.A.F. 2000 000

P ist X

Deutschlands geschwiichte Luftwaffe muss an drei
Fronten kiimpfen,  Uberall ist sie in der Defensive. Die
RAF. und dic amerikanische Heeresfliegerei haben,
trotz Atlantik-Wall, eine Front im Herzen Deutschlands
geschaffen. Die | Festung Europa* hat kein Dach.

Daran ist nichts mehr zu éindern, Die deutschen Arbeiter
und Ingenieure, die in den Fabriken aushalten, kdnnen
den Gang des Kricges nicht mehr wenden. Sie kdnnen
den Krieg nur verliingern.  Das heisst: Sic kdnnen dafiir
sorgen, dass noch mehr Bomben auf Deutschland fallen.

Es werden immer mehr werden von Monat zu Monat.
Wie lange soll das noch so weiter gehen ?

It wasn't just bombs which were dropped.
This leaflet wages a mind war on the population by outlining a comparison of bombs dropped against each other.

Formations of unescorted bombers were no match for German fighters, which inflicted a
deadly toll. In despair, the Eighth halted air operations over Germany until a long-range
fighter could be found. In late 1943, the P-51B Mustang was introduced to the European
Theater. It could fly as far on its internal fuel tanks as the P-47 could with drop tanks.
However the P-51B was introduced as a tactical fighter, so the first deliveries of the P-51B in
November 1943 were assigned to three groups in the tactical Ninth Air Force at the expense
of VIII Bomber Command, whose need for a long range escort fighter was critical. The first
escort mission for the bombers was not flown until December 5.
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B-24 Liberators were heavily involved but overshadowed by the popular B-17 Fortress

The effect of the Mustang on the Luftwaffe was swift and decisive. The result was that the
Luftwaffe was notable by its absence and over the skies of the Europe after D-Day and the
Allies were starting to achieve air superiority over the continent. Although the Luftwaffe could,
and did mount effective attacks on the ever larger formations of Allied heavy bombers, the
sheer numbers of B-17s and B-24s attacking enemy targets was overwhelming the German
fighter force, which simply could not sustain the losses the Eighth Air Force bombers and
fighters were inflicting on it. However the daylight raids came at a price. In total the Mighty
8th suffered 47,000 casualties in European raids.




THE BOMBING EFFORT
STATISTICAL SUMMARY
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BOMEBER PLANES LOST ]

9,949 11965
FIGHTER PLAMES LOST * * B |

2,420 10,045
FERSOMMEL LOST I ACTION B |

79,265 79, 2A1

Maith 1345 Apnl L5945
BOIBER PLAMNES AS3IGHED TO U —
EOMBAT UMITS * 0 * 2177 6,555

May L9745  Ragu; 1944
FIGHTER PLAHES ASSIGHED T *
COLBAT UMITS * * * 5,203 7726

August 184 July 1944
FERGSONMNEL ASSIGHED TO COMBAT LIMITS * 4

B1%020 TiE.628

4 all Rowal &ir Farce statistics quoted in this report are preliminary or tentative
4 alncludes fightar bamkbars and reconnaissance planes

b ¢ iMammum strength of each air farce

..... some interesting claims by USAAF
65% total sorties flown yet claimed 70% more enemy destroyed ;-)

Memphis Belle was the B-17F Flying Fortress during the Second World War that inspired
the making of two motion pictures: a 1944 documentary film, Memphis Belle: A Story of a
Flying Fortress, and a 1990 Hollywood feature film, Memphis Belle. 1t was the first U.S. Army
Air Forces heavy bombers to complete 25 combat missions. The plane and crew then
returned to the United States to sell war bonds. The original airplane is undergoing extensive
restoration at the National Museum of the United States Air Force in Dayton, Ohio.

The Memphis Belle, a Boeing-built B-17F-10-BO, serial 41-24485, was added to the USAAF
inventory on July 15, 1942, and delivered in September 1942 to the 91st Bomb Group at Dow
Field, Bangor, Maine. It deployed to Prestwick, Scotland, on September 30, 1942, to a
temporary base at RAF Kimbolton on October 1, and then to its permanent base at
Bassingbourn, England, on October 14.

Captain Robert Morgan's crew flew 29 combat missions with the 324th Bomb Squadron, all
but four in the Memphis Belle. The aircraft's 25 missions were:

November 7, 1942 - Brest, France

November 9, 1942 - St. Nazaire, France
November 17, 1942 - St. Nazaire

December 6, 1942 - Lille, France

December 20, 1942* - Romilly-sur-Seine, France



December 30, 1942 - Lorient (flown by Lt. James A. Verinis)
January 3, 1943 - St. Nazaire

January 13, 1943 - Lille

January 23, 1943 - Lorient, France

February 14, 1943 - Hamm, Germany

February 16, 1943 - St. Nazaire

February 27, 1943* - Brest

March 6, 1943 - Lorient

March 12, 1943 - Rouen, France

March 13, 1943 - Abbeville, France

March 22, 1943 - Wilhemshaven

March 28, 1943 - Rouen

March 31, 1943 - Rotterdam, Netherlands

April 16, 1943 - Lorient

April 17, 1943 - Bremen, Germany

May 1, 1943 - St. Nazaire

May 13, 1943 - Meaulte, France (flown by Lt. C.L. Anderson)
May 14, 1943 - Kiel, Germany (flown by Lt. John H. Miller)
May 15, 1943 - Wilhelmshaven

May 17, 1943 - Lorient

May 19, 1943* - Kiel (flown by Lt. Anderson)

* Sources disagree on which two of these three missions the Memphis Belle received mission credits for.

Morgan's crew completed the following missions in B-17s other than the Memphis Belle:
February 4, 1943 - Emden, Germany (in B-17 DF-H 41-24515 Jersey Bounce)

February 26, 1943 - Wilhelmshaven (in B-17 41-24515)

April 5, 1943 - Antwerp, Belgium (in B-17 41-24480 Bad Penny)

May 4, 1943 - Antwerp (in B-17 41-24527, The Great Speckled Bird)

The aircraft was then flown back to the United States on June 8, 1943, by a composite crew
from those who had flown combat in it, led by Capt. Morgan, for a 31-city war bond tour.
Morgan's original co-pilot was Capt. James A. Verinis, who himself piloted the Memphis Belle
for one mission.
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Crew of the emphis Belle afte the 25th ged hotogp) -



Mission Map
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This map features 2 bomber streams at 8000m. The first are B17F's and the second are
B24J's and they are heading to Kiel harbour to level bomb. The bombers do not target
anything however it is possible that they may strike part of the flotilla in the harbour. Each

bomber is worth 170 points and carries a 30 point bonus*.
*subject to adjustment

Even though the mission is 1943, in order to utilise a more interesting planeset 1944 is in
use.



Allied Mission

The 8th will attack the flotilla at Kiel today from 8000m. Use the Mustang or Thunderbolt to
see your stream safely in and out of the target area. There are 2 factories, 1 oil storage area
and a Cathedral which can be bombed using the B17 and B24 airstart. These targets carry
450 points each with a blue bonus of 150 points each and will not be struck by the Al bomber
stream. Be careful, Germany has new fighters available and radar in operation

The P51D-20NA and P47D-27 are available for escort.



Axis Mission
The allies are attacking in great numbers again. Scramble and bring down the bomber force.

Although there are no limits on the available aircraft there are limits to the numbers which
can spawn at the bases.

A new Me-262 is available it carries a high price. 109G6, 6AS, 10 and 14 are available as
are FW190 A6, A9 and D9. There are base limit and loadout restrictions in place. Wing
mk108's are not available for any type, only for the nose of the 109's (where available)




